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According to the National Transportation Safety Board, highway crash-
es are the leading cause of death for children ages four to seven. As a
result, the Indiana General Assembly has enacted House Bill 1098 which
will protect kids in that age group by requiring that they be restrained in a
child restraint system, or “booster seat,” while riding in a motor vehicle.

This issue has been debated a great deal over the past several years,
and the terms of its final passage into law were changed significantly from
previous proposals. The law will not go into effect until July 1, 2005, but
in preparation for that, this postcard is intended to provide clear, current,
and helpful information about the version of the bill that was passed and
signed into law.

Indiana’s Booster Seat Law:

Who does this
booster seat law

apply to?

What happens to
parents who ignore
the law?

What else was
included in this
legislation?



Questions and answers to commonly voiced concerns:

A: Education of the public plays an important role in making parents aware of the importance of

using booster seats, but studies have shown that education alone is not enough to change public

behavior. A 2001 study conducted by Daimler Chrysler showed that 9 of 10 parents believe adher-

ence tfo their state’s laws regarding child restraints adequately protects their children. Simply put,

people tend to trust the public safety requirements that are enacted into law as being sufficient pro-
tection for their kids.

A: Using booster seats not only saves the lives of four to seven year
olds, but it also prevents serious injuries that can damage internal
organs and cause head and spinal injuries. While not fatal, these
injuries can severely impair a child’s long-term quality of life. Studies
have shown that appropriate child safety restraints can reduce the

need for hospitalization of children in motor vehicle crashes by 69 per-
cent.
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A: Most communities have hospitals, pediatrician offices, child
restraint clinics and car dealerships that help families obtain proper
child restraints. Booster seat styles vary, with prices ranging from $20
to over $100, depending on the manufacturer and type of seat.

A: Twenty-two states and the District of Columbia currently have booster seat laws.

A: Law enforcement officials will continue to receive training on how to identify properly fitting
restraints. Drivers who transport children under eight without the use of a booster seat will be ticket-

ed and given a $25 fine, but if that person goes to court with the ticket and shows possession of a
booster seat, the fine will be dropped.
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